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_ Intrigues and Arbitrary Proceedings 
. OF Tie 


How prejudicial they are to the AMERICAN Planters, 
the Woollen, and other Exglifb Manufa€tures: To the 
vifible Decay of TR A DE,and confequently greatly 
Impairing the ROYAL REVENUE, which would be 
Infinitely Encreafed, provided Merchants and Mariners 
were Encouraged, whocan difcover feveral Places not 
yet Known, or Traded unto, by the African Company. 


: | TOGETHER 
With a True Account of their FORTIFICATIONS. | 
RG Re LM ee ee SET me ee ene aitiaewnreenanmpesetanisrati, -, 
Humbly Submitted to Their MAFESTIES, and to the 
Coxfideration of Both Hounfes of PARLLAMENT. 
By WILLIAM WILKINSON Marizer. | 


London, Printed in tlie Year M. DC. XC. 
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JOHN CARTER BROW 
THE 


Zu HE following Treatife ts written by a Perfor well Ex: « 


perienced in the Affairs of Africa, having, for many 


_ Tears, frequented thofe Coafts, as well the Parts belonging to 


the Englith , as thofe which appertain to the Portuguefe, 
French azd Dutch. Avd obferving that Matters are carried 
there tothe Lofs and Difbonour of the Englith Nation , and 
the Ruin of their Trade, I thought it my Duty to write [ome- 
thing, wherein I might, in {cme meafure, fhew the Zeal [ have 
for Their Majefties Advantage, the Honour of my Country and 
the Good of all Englith Traders, by reprefexting to the Inge- 
nious Empartial Reader the great Abfurdities of the Royal 
Company iz the management of that Coaft ‘and Trade, 


Together with the Abufes committed upon the Ships and 
Perfons of their Fellow Subjetts, whether confidered as Traders 
pon that Coaft upon particular Accompts, or as Servants tra+ 
ding for theCompany. All which I offer as the firft Effay o 
this kind, and I promife you, that if this meet with Ena 
couragement ana Acceptance, I fball be induced to write a 


Second, wherein I doubt not but to give you all the fatisfaction 


that can be expected from fo ill a Theme, if it be poffible to 
pleafe a Max by reading over to him his Bills of Lading, after 
: Jae 7 be 
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TO THE READER. 


‘hei convinced that both SHIP and CAR GO are loft | 


at Sea. 3 7 

Neither do I write this to renew Meus Sorrows, but to cau- 
tion all Perfows, by (bewing them the many Evils perpetrated 
by the Royal Company, a wed againft thife of their Fellow 
Subjects, ( whom they term Interlopers, and treat worfe than 
Turks) @ “pon their own Servants, all which I have but mo 
defily hinted on, hoping that this may be the laft of this fort 
which I may have occafion to write. anes 

If it pleafe God of his Infinite Wi[dom and Goodnefs to {bew 
Favour to this Nation, by Infpiring the Minds and Hearts of 
our moft worthy Patriots now Affembled in Parliament under 


‘our Gracious Sovereign Lora and Lady King WILLIAM aad 


Queen MARY, to take off the Edge of this Charter, which, 


for feveral Tears, hath proved not only a Curb, but a Scourge 


to this Nation, by ruining many good Familtes, and by ang- 

menting the Numbers of the Fatherlefs and Widows, o.% 
Aud becaufe thofe who build Houfes, or write Books, lie ex 

pofed to the Cenfures of all Men, fo I do wot expect to efcape, 


efpesially from fuch who defign this {mall Treatife Labours to | 
fraftrate ; and I muft tell [uch that I did not defign it to pleafe — 


them, neither do I care whether they like or diflike, becaufe I 
(bould ve loih:toreceive any Favours from perfons under their 
Civcamftances, but [bak rejoice if this may give you Precaution, 


and all others who either now have, or for the future may have 


any Dealings with them, recommending to you the Pupil’s 


: Leff O#, 


Foelix.quem faciunt aliena, Pericula cautum, 


Thine in Sincerity for the Publick Good, 
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Difcovering the INTRIGUES of the 


Guiney Company. 


vour, tothe utmoft of his power , the Honour and 
-B Welfare of his Country, and to itir up all good Men, 
“in this Juncture of time, to put thereto their helping 
hand, by reprefenting to the Parliament jointly and feve- 
rally , the great Iaconveniences which this Nation lieth 


qT being. every true Ezg/if’ Man’s Concern, to endea- 


under, by the many Violences committed upon their Fel- - 


low-Subjects in-general upon the Coaft of Africa by the 
Royal African Company. And becaufe I am experienced 
in their Intrigues,and a Sufferer by their Arbitrary Proceed- 
ings, I will caft in my Mite with others who have laboured 
under the fame Oppreflion, and drunk of the fame Cup of 
Aflictions. 

rs. B Which 


~ y ) : © - 
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Which Company are fo far from entertaining thoughts of 
making reftitution of their former Rapin,that they are now 
upon urging the Parliament by Petition,to confirm tothem 
their Charter, that by a National Confent they may con- 
tinue their Violences, under the {fpecious Pretences of great 

Advantages accruing to this Nation. , | 


Yet I hope that Auguft Aflembly will be well informed 
of the weightinefs of this matter, and confider the many 
Evils this Charter hath already brought, not only upon the 
Subje&s which have been concerned upon that Coaft either - 
as Servants to the Company, or as Traders upon particular 
Accompt, but upon this Nationin general. 


And firft having monopolized all the Coaft of Africa 
from Sally in South Barbary lying in the Latitude of 36 de- 
grees, 40 min. North,to Cape de Boa E/peranca, in the Las. 
titude of 35 m.¢o d. South, which, upon a {trait Line, makes. 
difference of Latitude 72 degrees, 30 minutes, being 4350 
miles, without reckoning Promontories, Bays, Rivers and 
Creeks, which are the material things herein to be con 
fider’d, which will amount to far more, as fhall be more: 
amply treated of ia the Defcriptions of the Forts and Dwel- 
ling-Houfes belonging to the faid Company; Which vaft 
Tract of Coaftislockt up from none but the Subjects of 
England, but, ina manner, free to all Strangers, as French, 
Dutch, Portuguefes, Danes and Hamburghers, wlio, to the 
great detriment of this Nation in feveral Relpetts, carry 
the greateft part of the Traffick to their refpeCtive Habita- 
sions, which might come dteEtly for Eglin, if vis Ineon- 
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And this is not all the Bvil Which we fuffet by this Chat. 
ter, but the Trade of the feveral Manufactures ot ee 
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to their own ufe. 
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Growth of England is moft wretchedly impaired, Lands 


ve® we 


undervalued ; and laid “as it were negle&ted.. The Mer- 
chant inhanced, the Artificer’ ruined, the Shipping and Na- 
vigation difcouraged, the Poor diftrefled for want of Em- 
ployment, the Trade decayed ;. and confequently that 
Branch of: the Royal Revenue, whofe Luftre depends upon 
the greatnefs of Trade, is vifibly decayed. iloayed 


Let us defcend to Particulars, relating to the AGions of 
the Royal Company, and their Agents abroad in Africa, 
who, by. vertue’of this Charter, opprefs their Fellow-Sub: 
jects, by taking their Ships, imprifoning and ftarving their 
Seamen, illegally: condemning the: faid Ships and Goods 
without any Jury, and converting the faid Ships and Goods 


( 


To this, add the Injuries committed upon thofe-perfons 
which miferably fall under their power, as the breaking 
open their Chelts, and rifling their Writings, , concealing 
and hiding their Books of Accompts, to the end that -fuch 
poor men may for.ever be incapacitated of redrefling the 


_ Diforders, or of making uptheir Accompts with:their Em* 


ployers here in Exglawd. If after fuch Cruelties they efaape 
with their Lives to return home, which few.do, by -reafon 
of the barbarous ufage of their perfons by the Agents of 
the:Company'aforefaid, who have oftendeelared, 7 hat they 
will {hew more mercy to.a TURK ,than to.anINTERLOPER, 
as they term thofe of: the King’s Subjects which Trade up- 


‘on the Coaft of Africa without their Licence, which proves 


the undoing of many a good Subject, the lofs ofmany good 
Seamen, and the ruin of many: good Families in Exgland; 
who were haraffed'with the-hardfhipsof: Imprifonment,and 
“oe of Suftenance; whichis ever accompany’d with Sick. 
nefs. ees | 
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Wo this, add the continual Upbraidings of the Agents, 
that at length, finking under their Afflictions, are forced to 
take up in the Company’s Service, to fhun the Dangers 
which threaten them every way, that is, the want of pre- 
fent Subfiftence, and the hardfhips of Imprifonment,whil'ft 
they refufe to ferve the Royal Company. Sa aan 


And this is not all the Evil which is caufed by the Rifling 
of Papers and Journals, and other Writings, butif duly 
confidered, is an irreparable Injury to this Nation, by keep- 
ing from our knowledg the Deicription of that part of 
the World, which many Ingenious Men labour to do to 
perfection, along the Coaft wherethey Trade, by def{crib- 
ing with more exa@tnefs the Bays, Rivers, Chanels, Creeks, 
and Sands, leading to the feveral places of Trade, which 
the Company feizing, and hiding from the Publick, may 
be faid to put out the Eyes of the Nation, whilft they 
take the advantage thereof to their own private ufe, whilft 


* 


‘other Nations Encourage fuch Perfons to make moft Nice 


Enquiry, and by this means have the benefit of the Traf- 


fick, andthe honour of planting their Religion, Language, 


and Manners, amongft them, as it isat this Day all along 
the Coaft of Africa, where tothe Northward, from the 
(Caltle of Arguia in the Territories of the Moors, tothe 

River of Gambia, they fpeak moft Frewch and Dutch; and 
along the Coaft of Sieraleana they {peak Portuguefe ; and 
Thoufands, by the Induftry of the Rom#b Prielts, are Bap- 
tizedinto the Church of Rome, Triumphing in their Rege- - 
neration by Chriftian Names, which they receive gladly at 
their Baptifm by the Miniftry of the Prietts aforefaid,, who 
makeoit their bufinefs to come. Twice in a Year from Cute 
shoe, ithe!River of Sazto Domingo, both by Sea and Land 
to make new Converts inthe Northern parts of Africa ; 


andthe like is performed by the Frevch Clergy ; fo that 
; 3 whilft: 


ieee Hs C5 ) 

_ whilft we by our Negligence, and Company Policy, not 
only lofe thefe. pretious Opportunities our Elves, but de- 
{troy all the Fellow-Subjeéts who labours to retrieve them : 
fo our Neighbours on the other hand, by their Diligence, 
‘make adouble Advantage, who whilit the Factors mind 
the Commerce, their Priefts and Clergy-Men are affuring 
themfelves of the Hearts and Hands of the Inhabitants, 
who being generally good Geographers, and Aftronomers; 
do by their opportunities yain fuck vaft Experience in the 
true difcovery of their Ports, that no thing can out-do 
them ; and thus by ingratiating themfelves with the Inha- 
bitants, they carry away the greateft part of the Traftick 
of the Coalt, andthe Efteem of the People, and by this 
_ means the Traffick is left open to Strangers, it not lying in 
the Companies power to hinder any Nation from Trading 
on that Coaft, by reafon of the flendernef$ of their Forts 
and Shipping. ? 


Whereas if a Free Trade were granted to the Subje&, it 
would raife a defire in great Undertakers, and Money’d 
Men, to prepare conliderable quantities of Goods, and. 
build many Ships, which by confequence would encourage 
the Ingenious Artizans to make up fore of Manufactures of 
all forts,and many Thoufands of Poor would be employed, 
which at prefent want Bread ; and Men of defign would 
be every where feeking to improve their Talent. | And 
firftof all, as tothe Manufa€turesof the Growth and Pro- 
duct of Exgland, as Cloth, Bays, Says, Perpets, Serges, 
Bridwaters, Iron, Brafs, Copper, Tin, Lead, Glaf{s, Felts, 
Shoes, Exglifh Spirits, Knives, ‘and infinite others, would 
be Daily Exporting, to the great Encouragement of all 
Men ;. for by this means Lands would bear a better Price, 
yea, more Rent, and each Man’s Induftry would be upon 
the ftretch ro outdo his Fellow ; and inftead of 100000 /, 
worth of Goods, which arenow Exported in a Year, we 

fhould 


fhould have Four times the Quantity Exported, which; 
without all peradventure, would infinitely Increafe, acs 
cording to the Encouragement given. oh G19 SHS MB YOTH: 


And I hope that the Perfons concerned in thefe feveral: 
Manufa€tures, and whofe particular Grievance and Con- 
cern this is, will not be wanting to make their Addrefles to 
their Majefties, and this prefent Parliament, for a Redrefs’ 
i of thefe Abufes, they being fenfibly wronged hereby, and 
q particularly the Serge-Workers, who by thefe proceedings 
i are debarred the Vent of their Manufactures, the Subject 
t not daring to Buy,being debarred of the privilege of Trans 


i - {porting the faid Commodities to that part of the World 
oo which Expends moft, that is, to the Coaft of Africa; and 
- by this means the Publick Vent of Serges is ina manner 


| loft, and the Sale limited by the Reyal Company, who are 
I bur one joint Stock, and by this means {crew up the Tradef- 
| men to alimited Quantity and Price, Length, Breadth and 
i Weight, and allowing but juft what they pleafe for them, 

| which many Poor Perfons are obliged to take, though not 

capable of maintaining the Workmen, yet for the Caufes 

I, aforefaid, are by their prefent want of Money obliged to 
i take what they canget, to the great difheartning of fuch 
| p attebady and the utter Ruin of that once flourifhing 
f Pradeloe 3 ee | 
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t And the fame’Meafures‘are to be taken by thofe whofe 
: Trade confifts in the Manufatures of Iron, ‘Tin, Copper, 
_é&c. whofe Interefts it isto promote the Publick Exporta- 
tionof thofe Commodities, being of the Growth and Ma- 
' nufacture of this'Land, anddo lie under the fame Circum- 
{tancés as the Serse-Workers do, they being none of the 
leaft of | thofe Members of ‘that Splendid Body, which 
makes Exgland famous for its Corporations, to which fo 
many Mighty Kings have been gracioufly pleated to ate 
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Charters, Endowing them with many Privileges; which 
ftill fhew the Refpeét which Men in former Ages have had 
for thofe Politick Bodies, and who now ought not to flight 
the means of their own Prefervation, by labouring to free 
themfelves from this Yoke, which is deftructive to them,as 
a Raging Feyer is toa Natural Body, fince the old Pro: 
verb fays, . RTO.) 


Self Prefervation is in every Creature 


Efteemed a Sacred Policy in Nature. 


Let us now look toward Africa, and take a View of the 
Riches of that place which is undifcovered to the Merchant, 
and particularly, the boundlefs Woods of Cam, whichis a 
Red Wood fit for Dying, the prodigious quantities of dry 
Hides of allforts, of Wild and Tame Cattle, ufeful in the 
making of Shoes, Boots, Trunks, Saddles, and Furniture, 
ec. the inexhauftible Treafure of Gold, the vaft quantities 
of Elephants Teeth, Bees-Wax and Honey, and the inefti- 
mable Riches of Gums, Oftriches-Feathers, and Amber- 
Greafe, which Commodities are all Purchafed for the 
Goods ‘of ‘the Growth and Manufa@ture of Exeland, and 
are brought directly home; which is adouble Advantage, 

as welltothe Kingdom, as to the Royal Revenue. 


Or, If weconfider the Trade of Wegro Servants, which 
proves fo Advantageous to the Weftern Plantations in the 
feveral Iflands of America, as well'as that Continent whofe 
chief Commerce is Sugar, Tobacco, Indico, Ginger, Cot- 


ton, and Dying Stuffs, whicharethe Natural Produ of 


this New World, whofe Penury: or Plenty lies indifpenfa- 
bly upon the' Trade of Negro Servants from Africa, which 
the Royal Company manage with more than an ordinary 
Slight for their/own Advantage, taking Care that the Plan- 
ters fall never be furnifhed with Negroes {ufficient to he 
ths 3 ae 


| (3) 
low their Bufinefs with fatisfaftion , and Impofing what 
Prizes they.pleafe, and do Truft but Six Months ; for which 
they exaét fuch an Intereft, that they in a manner {weep 
away the profit of their Labours ; fo that altho” the Plan- 
ter’s Induftry be never fo great, yet he fhall not be able to 
effect his Defigns, becaufe his Hands are thus bound by the 
Company ; yet Iam fure that if the Planters were furnifh- 
ed with Negroes from dfrice, Anfwerable to their Induftry, 
that Four times the Sugar, Indico, Cottons, ec. would be 
Imported every Year ;_ then let every Rational Man judg, 
If this would not be infinitely more Advantageous to the 


Kingdom in general. 


And-to fuch a heighth is the Pride of this Company 
grown, that they prefume not only to Opprets the Subject 
abroad, but likewife to Lord it over them here in Ezgland, 
by Impofing 40 per Cent. upon fuch as with their Licence - 
‘Trade to Africa, as Samuel Shering, and others, now in 
London, can Witnels, who paid them the Value aforefaid, 
for aPermiffion to Trade at Avgola, a Place in Africa, and 
remote fromany of their Caftles and FaCtories, and in the 
Portuguefes. Territories, which is both hurtful to Traffick, 
and prejudicial to the King’s Prerogative and Revenue, it 
being a point of Religion to pay Tribute to Cefar ; but I 
never heard of any Law, or Gofpel, to oblige Men to pay 
Tribute to the 4/ricaz Company. | s 


And to.this, add the Rigorous Proceedings with Poor 
Men who ferve them in their Voyages to Ajrica, by Multt- 
ing them. for {mall inconfiderable matters brought by them 
from, Guizy, altho’ bought with their own private Stocks, 
and either making them pay the full Value of fuch Goods in 
England, or.detaining the {aid Goods for their own ufe, as 
Hundreds of. Poor Seamen can Atteft, which brings to 
mind that Old and True Proverb, 7 ides 

at | : | Many 


$ Many Commanders never Good did bring, 
Let one be Lord, in Joye’s Name one be King. 


«Ant Cefar, aut Nihil. 
T could dwell longer upon this SubjeG, but that Tam 


partly fenfible that thofe Men whofe particular Concern 
this.is, will reprefent@ipeiaaduess " 


I willnow give youan Account of the Places. which the 


Royal-Company have not, as well as what they pretend to 
have, along the Coaft of Africa, their Patent allowing 
them from Sa/ly in South-Barbary, to Cape de Boxa Efperan- 
ca; and now let us fee if they Occupy this Coaft. 


And we fhall find by Experiesce, that from Sad all along 
the Moors Coaft , that they have not the leaft Commerce 
until they come intothe River of Gambia, where they have 
a Caftle of about Twenty Six Guns, and in Factors and 
Soldiers fometimes Thirty Men, and often lefler ; and up- 
on Enquiry we fhall find the Fre#ch have taken Poffeffion 
of allthat Coaft, having aCaftle at Avgw#iz, in the Terri- 
tories of the Moors , where they Lade Two Ships Yearly 
with a Thoufand Tun of Gum-Arabick, and many Chefts 
of fumptuous Plumes of Oftrich-Feathers , and White 
Herrons, of great Value, and much Amber-Greace. 


The next Poft is that of St. Lows, in the Mouth of Se. 
nega, where the French Trade for One Thoufand Negroes 
Yearly, much Teeth, Feathers, and Gold, without the 
Company daring to peep into that River: 


The Third Fort of the Frezch, isthat of Gorey, in the 


South of the Promontory called Cape de Verd, onthe Bour-.. 
9 ic x 
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bofia, and Ffello/f-Coaft, where they Trade along that fhoar, 
even above the Ezg/i/b Fortin the Riverof Gambiz,. and in 
defpight of the faid Fort have Planted a FaGtory ata Place © 
called Grege, in the Kingdom of Sazgrigoe, where they _ 
‘Trade rather more than the Exgli/b do, for Teeth, Wax, 

Gold, Slaves, and Hides, the Ezy/i(b not daring to gain- 

fay them. 1 ORT AG TSB CO. | eee 


| | : the Frezch have fet- 
tled another-great Factory inthe Kingdom of Barrow, with- 
in fhot of the Exglifhb Guns, and do Trade Daily afhoar, 
i and aboard, inthe very Town of Géllefree jointly, and in 
= prefence of the Exglifb, without refiftance, who come 
with their Merchant Ships to an Anchor before their Houfe 
‘i at Abadare, without faluting the Union Flag on the Ezg- 
| lib Fort. The {pace of the Coaft thus ferzed by the French 
being One Thoufand Three Hundred Miles. ) 


Neither is this all'the Difgrace, but, inthe Year 168%, 
1 Anderfon the Pirat went into the River of Gama in a {mall 
i Pink of Seven or EightIron Guns, and came to an Anchor 
4 there; which put the Government into fuch a Confternati- 
d on, ‘that they durft not refule his Vifit in the Royal Fort, 
i where the faid Pirat fitted himfelf with Neceflaries for the 
carrying on of his Piracies, where he difpofed of much 
1 Riches which he had Plundered of the Iflands of the Cape 
| oo de Verdy- where’ after he had- received intelligence of a 
| French Ship Trading to Leeward in the River of Santo Do- 
4 ~ mingo, he went and took her, and with her returned to 
| Gambia to the Companies Agent, Alexander Cleeve, to 
whom he gave the Old Pink, and fome Rigging, (you 
may judg for whats) wherewith he committed fo many 
. Outrages upon the Habitations and Ships of fuch as he 
could overpower, andat his leifure went his way, to the 
everlafting Difcredit of the Union Flag, which hung up- 

rd on. 


, ¢ ai Vv re : ; 
on the Fort, Blufhing to be made the Patron of the Mortal 
Enemy of Mankind, and ‘Vermin of the Sea, _, 


The fatd Anderfon Cruifing along the Leeward Coaft met 
the Henry and Welliam of London, whom he ufed as he 
pleafed, and difcourfed with the Commander Wiliam Wil- 
kinfon, Sonof Captain Fleary Wilkinfon, concerning his 
Reception in Gambia, -as the faid Commander, now in 
London, and feveral others, can Atteft, 


Thus you may fee that the French and Pirats put what 
Compliment they pleafe upon the Royal Companies Forts : 
let ustiow fhew you in what Credit-the Fort of Gumbia is 


with the Inhabitants the WVegroes Of Gambia. 


It hapned that in the.time of the late Agent, Alexander 
Cleve, the Crown of -the Kingdomof Barrow was in'dif- 
pute by Two of the Nobility, “when the {aid Agentinters 
medling, gave Succors to Geznow Sumco, whofe Right to 
the.Crown I will not difptite, and foon fettled him in the 
Throne ; - ‘but aftera little time; being puft up with Succef- 
fes, ‘the faid Agent let flip fome Opprobrious Language, 
complaining that the King did'not keep his Word, which 
Difcourfe being carried -to the Kiiig’s Har, she \arofe from 
his place to come and’ Commune with the faid Agent cons 
cerning this matter, ‘and coming to the Town of Fillefree, 
fent the’ Agent’ word that he was coming to {peak «with 
him, but the Agent returned Anfwer by the-Alcade).. Thae 
if the King would fpeak with him, he (bould make hafte, for he 
would depart with the next High-Water. At which time the 
King faid, I will go, fince. my Mafter Commands: .and fa 
Went to the Agent’s! Palli(adoes,: and there fatidowmat ithe 
foot of a great Tree to wait his Mafter Cleves approacli, 
who was no fooner come into the King’s Prefence, but with: 
4 great deal of Impudence faid, How zow Old GENNOW, 
how és it ? C 2 But 
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But one of the Grandees, by Name Sambalama, Taught 
him better Manners, by reaching him a Box on the Ear 
which beatof hisHat, and a few Thumps on the Back, 
and feizing him, difarmed him, together with the reft of 
his Attendance, among{t which was Benedict Stafford Com- 
mander of the Margaret, now in London, (who made his 
efcape, and fied like a Lufty Fellow to hisShip, ) and Wil- 
liam Bramble Commander of the Coaffer, now in London, 
and feveral others, who together with the Agent were ta- 
ken, and put in the King of Barrow’s Pound, and ftayed 
there Three or Four Days until their Ranfom was brought, 
Value Five Hundred Bars, which at Six Shillings per Bar, a- 
mounts to a Hundred and Fifty Pound, and then they were 
releafed, and {wallowing the Affront, fat himfelf down con- 
tent, not knowing how to help it, altho’ this Town lies 
within fhot of the Guns of the Fort. Pardon this Digref- 
fion, which only ferves for Diverfion. , 7 


We will now fpeak of the Forts and Dwelling-places 
which the Royal Company pretend to have on the Coatt of 
Africa, and 1 will: begin with chat of Fames Iflanad in the 
River of. Gambia, which is the firft Fort they have on the 
Coalt of Africa. The Wallsabout 12 Foot high, having 4 
Flankers tothe 4 Winds, whereof thofe tothe North and 
ing 6 Guns apiece mount- 


Weft are kept in good order, havi 
ed; the other two feldom in order, and between Factors 
and Soldiers 40-men. Both | 
-» They have likewife two Platforms of 6 Gunsapiecelate- 
ly repaired, but unfit for fervice, there being no fhelter for 
thofe men which play thole Guns,they being expofed to the 
Enemy. | pur at 3 ae vets 
--Frefh 


Se 
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Frefh Provifions, Wood or Water they have none, but 
what is daily brought fromthe Continent, which the Ne- 
sroes hinder them when they pleafe ; {o that this is all the 
Fortification or Footing which the Company have in all 
this Trackt of Coaft from Sully to Gambia,by Computation 
1200 miles. ; 3 2 


From Gambia to Stera Leona, isabout 360 miles, where 
they have a forry Houfe, with 12 men, and fometimés not 
eight ; and 14 or 16 Guns laid without any manner of Art, 
but open to the Enemy. ; gs} ni7 


From Siera Leona to Sherbvo, is about 36 miles, where 
| they have a {mall Houfe without any Guns, and 4 or 5 
| men. 3 


| From Sherbre till you come to Succunde, they have not 
| the leaft Footing, which is about 740 miles. 


| At Succunde they have a{mallHoufe of Thatch with 2 
| men, and no Guns. | 7 

E From Suecunde to Comendo, is 18 miles ; they have there 
a Thatcht Hovil with 3 men, and no Guns. 


From Comendo to Cape Coars,is 20 miles, where they have 

a Caftle, with about #6 Guns mounted, and about 100 Sol- 
diers: But the Ezgd/ifb have not had it above€s years, for 
it wastaken from the Dutch by Sir Robert Holmes. The 

_ Dutch loft this Fort for want of men to defend it, having 
loft their men by Sicknefs,and the Mortality which hapned. 
amongft them that year. But chiefly*by the help of the 
Danes, and the Natives, under whofe proteftion the ae 
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-Jandedtheir Guns and men, which cauled the Surrender of 


that place: But Admiral Stocks the foregoing ‘Year having 
been before it, and the Natives at that time not inclined to 
favour the Exglifh, they returned Re Infedta.. By. which. it 
appears, that the Natives are the beft Bulwark. to defend 
acy Hold the Exglifh have upon thofe Coafts ; and for want 
of the Natives good will, Cormanteex Caftle was. taken by 
the Dvtchin the Year 1664, and they have it in poffeffion 
to this day.) , | ea she oF ee eee 


From Cape Coars to Anamabo , where they have lately 
built a fmall Fort of 6 or 8 Guns, and 10 or 12 men, and is 
from Czpe Coars 12 miles. | 


, From Azamabo to Agah, where they have a {mall Fort: 
with 6 or 8 men, and is about one mile diftanr. 


From Agahto Acca, where they have afmall Fort with 
16 Guns, atid about 29. men; the Dwtch having a better 
Fort, and more Guns in the fame Town, and within Muf- 
quet Shot ; and as well here, as all the Coaft along, can 
commandithe Exgifb. Force. And2tis manifelt the Exgii/b 
Security 1s founded in the Intereft they have-with the Na-; 
tives, who will not fuffer the Dztch to interrupt them, their 


. Policy teaching thenr to iavite all Nations to come and 


Trade freely with them, caufing fuch- as have any Forts or. 
Factories amongft them,to keep at peace one with another. 
The. Dees prefervation is.a, good Inftance of. this, whofe 
Cafile may,at.any time betaken by ti Durch: from Cattle 
de. Mina, bushe Natives. will not fuffer ic to be done, thele 
places being diftantabout 70 miles. 


<3! IVES. et LDLidjS, 3 wont By i? . 
i kxom Agra to, Papa, and,fo to Ardah, where they have a 
thatcht HoufeJaind iz. white Men, is about 200 miles. 
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' From Ardah to Binin is about 120 miles, where they have 
a thatcht Houfe, and about s men, | i 


_ From Biviz to the furthett pare that they have anyTrade 
to, but no Footing Houfe or Caftle, being the Rivers of 
Cozgo and Leongo, and is about goo miles. 


And foto Axgola, a Portuguefe City, and all the Coaft as 
far as Cape Bona Efperanca, which they have included: in 
their Patent, not having Fort or Houfe, or any Footing or’ 
Trade, being 1600 miles. - 


Thus you fee how the vaft rich Coaft of Africa is ma-. 
_ haged by the Royal Company,who, ia effect, do not occupy 
300 Leagues themfelves, and, at-beft, do but go halfs with 
the Freach in that which they feem to have. And this is 
evident enough, for notwith{tanding their Fort of Gambia, 
the Freszch not only Trade in that River, but likewife hin- 
der the Company from Trading inthe River’s Mouth, wit- 
nels Fames Fobfon now in Lozdon, who was fent by Agent 
| Fobn Coftte in the year 1680, or 81, to trade with the Com. 
| - panies Sloop with a Cargo fitted for the Coaft of Fually, 
* and Potudaly, wastaken by a Freach Ship of 10 or 12 Guns, 
and carried up to Gorey, and there detained Prifoner for the 
{pace of 42 days‘or more, it not being inthe power of the 
Exglifh to demand their Liberty, to the difcredit of the Na- 
tion, and ruin of Trade. | . 


| Again, Benedilt Stafford,the following Year,being by the 
_ fame Agent commanded: to go and trade'upon the Coaft 
 aforefaid, (at Portudaly, which is the River’s Mouth of 
_ Gambia ) was taken by the French, and carried up to Gorey, | 
and detained during their Agent’s pleafure. ee 
1 A ae eo Again, | 


"4 C86.) 


Again, inthe Year 1683. a Sloop, commanded by Samuel 
Lee, called the Mary, was {ent to Trade by the Companies 
Agent 4. C. which the Freach having Notice of, went in 
{earch of the faid Sloop, and having found her in the River 
of Gebz, fet upon her with their Long-boat only, and a few 
{mall Arms. — > 


In the Confli& the Commander was fhot in the Shoul. 


der, and in the Belly, and one or two of the men killed, and 


the Surgeon and fome others taken and carried aboard the 
French Ship, Monfieur /¢ Forte Commander, together with 
the Sloop aforefaid. : 


‘» Some of the Seamen and the Factor fled overboard into 
the Mangroves, and made their Efcape to the Negroes, who 
Robbed them of what they brought afhore with them, 
and bound the Slaves, letting the Preemen depart, to carry 
to Gambia the direful News of their Defeat. 


In Fine, the French have fo peftred thole Northerz parts, 
that the Evgli(b are in continual apprehenfions of lofing 
their Royal Fort of Gambia, and not without fome rea- 
fon; for the Freach are always better provided of Men, 
Ammunitionand Arms than they are, and not ableto make 
any confiderable Refiftance, did they not depend on the 
friendfhip and affiftance of the Negroes. 


By this time I hope the Parliament will be undeceived 
by the Pretences wherewith the Royal Company endea- 
vour to Lull the Nation afleep, by fuggefting {trange things 
of their Force in Africa. 
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_* Let us now fpeak fomething of the great Charge which 
they pretend they are at in keeping their Forts, and herein 
you fhall fee with what Injuftice the Royal Company Aéts 
towards their own Servants, and this is worth your Obfer. 
vation. 


It is generally believed, that the Royal Company do al. 
low to every Soldier Twenty Shillings, and to every Sea- 
man Twenty Seven, or Twenty Eight Shillings, which is 
a moft notorious Untruth, for altho’ they promife as afore- 
faid, yet it is moft certain that the Wages paid Men in A- 
frica will not amount to above Five Shillings and Nine 
Pence, or Six Shillings at moft, for Twenty Shillings fter- 
ling, Pro rato, thatis, according to the Price of Goods 
between LONDOW and GUINEY, -viz. . 


LONDON. 
One Blew Shirt Value Two Shillings and Eight Pence: 
One Pair of Shoes Value Two Shillings and Nine Pence. 


One Quart of Exglib Spirits Value Four Pence. 
Which in all comes to Five Shillings and Nine Pence. 


AFRICA. 
One Blew Shirt Value Nine Shillings. 
One Pair of Shoes Value Nine Shillings: 


One Quart of Exglifb Spirits Value Two Shillings: 
/ .. Which in all'comes to Twenty Shillings. 
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Now let any Rational Man judg what Expences the 
Company are at to keep Seven Houfes and Four Forts with 
lefs than Two Hundred Men, which they pay off at leffer 

Rates than the Bankrupts in Lowdown Compound with their 
Creditors, and what fecurity they can propofe in thistheir 
Weaknefs from fo powerful a Rivalas their Neighbours 
the Frenth are; tofay nothing of the Dutch, Portuguefes, 
and Other Nations, who go {nacks with them for the 
Trade of thofe parts ; and what pity it is tha¢a Coaft of 
about Five Thoufarid Three Hundred Miles fhould be thus 
lighted and kept under by the Company, who are not able 
to imandge one Quarter'thereof themfelves , it being im- 
pofible to fernifh that Trade with fo limited a Stock-as 
One Hundred Thoufand Pound flerling per Anaum,. when 
as if the matterswere re@ulated, as isdone by the-Twrkey — 
Company, the Trade.of Africa would confume Six times 
theqhantity of Goqds. ; 


And this forto warn all Seamen and Soldiers for-the 
future, tobe wary.how, they fuffer themfelves to be thus q 
Chouz’d-by the Royal Company, by going toServethem = 
in Africa, whobefore they admit any Perfon into that Ser- 
vice, _Impofe on them an Oath, which is, in no wife Jaw- 
ful,” nor reafonable, “but ferves only for a Snare to fuch as 
take it, for that no Man yet:ever-kept it Inviolated. 


To this add the many Cafualties which ;befall Men. on ; 
thatCoaft,caus’d by the violentHeats eccafion d by the near 
Neighbourhood of. the Suny « whofe! greateft Declination ds 
Twenty Three Degrees, Thirty Minutes, either to the 
NorthwatdpidrSouthwardy OF the RquineGiab ; th¢ Peiti- 
lent Air of that ddcultivated ands Woody ©ontwhent, the 
heavy Rains, andthe Vexatious Troops of reftlels Ae? 
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kitoes which at every Sting draw Blood , and devour Men 


_ And that which ts worfe; the bad Ufage of the Compa- 
nies Agents, the continual Drinkingof Water, with the 
lack of Bread, which is the Staff of Life. In fine, a con- 
tinual Scene of Miferies of all forts, that a Man muft be 
both Senfelefs and void of Underftanding, that will refute 
an Employ at home in the Service of his King and Coun- 
try, where, whilft he liveth, he esjoyeth the freedom of 


his Mind and Confcience, the Fellowfhip of his Friends 


and Relations. 


And if he Dieth, he fhall be fure to obtain Immortal Ho- 
nour, and Eternize his Name, by Sacrificing his Life and 
Fortune to the Service of his King, his Country, and his 
Religion ; whereas if he goes to Serve the Royal Company 
in Africa, (from whence not one of Tenreturneth, ) he 
Shall Perifh miferably in the Land of Negro Infidels, with- 
out fo much as Chriftian Burial for their Dead Corps, or 
their remaining Subftance fecured for their furviving 
Friends. rnd i beg 


Tt may be Objected by the Curious, - 


That it is of dangerous Confequence to. go to Africa in any 
wife, and that thefe Dangers and Inconveniensies are not to 


| be Remedied. + © 
To which I An{wer, 


That what has been faid here, ts in relation to the Compa- 
ates Service, and the Hardfbip Impos'd upon Men by the ins 
fatiable Avarice of the Company, and their Agents. 
| Deo 


But 


LOS PR bE PP ee i Se se 


ee ee 
ror a tren saa 


a i a TL ait a I a aes ha 


ee ra 


a a —s = 
re a = = 


eS a nS 


ees 


DSi eS SS 
t 


— 


aul: nice 
it 


But as for thofe who Ship themfelves on Merchant-fhips 
which Trade upon that Coaft upon particular account, 
have {uch Provifion made by the Induitrious Commanders, 
that nothing is wanting to them, and inftead of Drinking 
Water, they have ¢ither Beer, or Punch, and that at fuch 
reafonable Rates, that all Men may allow themfelves thar 
which is Neceflary, and inftead of Boiled Corn, Provifion 
is made of good Bread. Pilg 


To this add the Brotherly Care which fuch Men have 


of their Seamens fafety for the good of the Voyage, for 
that the lofs of the Men is the overthrow of the Voyage; 


and withal, the Air at Sea is far more. Healthy than that. 


of the Fenny and Moorifh Grounds afhoar, and many 


‘more Advantages are found in the Service of private 


Traders, than that of the Company, for the Reafons 


aforefaid. 


Iam unwilling to trouble you with any particulars of 


the Bafenefs of the Companies Agents in their Dealings, 
and therefore I shall not infift thereon in this Treatife, 
but shall reprefent unto you the ftrange overfight where: 
of the Royal Company are indifpenfibly culpable in their 
remifnefs in the great concern of the Souls of fuch who re- 
fide in their Forts, and in Africa. | 


It is Obfervable that the Negrces have their. Bicherins, 
or Priefts, diftinguifhed by the Names of 

* Dignity of  Fodeh and Moreh, the * Fodeb, or High- 
a Bifbop. Priefts, have the refpett of all Men, being 
7 Admired for their Sobriety and Goodnefs 

of Life ; the other fort, called Moreh’, are inieriour 
Priefts who have sot arrived to that Aufterity and Mor- 
A tification 


_ the feveral Kingdoms Inftru@ing Youch , 


(27) 
tification which the former have done, and the(e £0 about 


with the People, and Healing the Sick, fome by vertue of 
Simples, and others by Charms and Fetifhes. 


They Pray Five times in the Natural Day, and Wafh as 
often. | 


They Addrefs themfelves for the moft part tothe great 


and Praying - 


Prophet Mibomer, with their Faces turned toward the Ho- 


ly Houle at Mecca, 


~ They Kill Sacrifices to fome unknown arid invifible Die- 
ty, whom they callintheir Tongue Dien, and fometimes 
Alla, and are very Devout in their way , abftaining from. 
‘Wine and Hogs-flefh. 


~ The Portuguefes and Freuch have their Priefts and Al- 
moners in moft of their Forts and Factories, which of: 


ten go about to Preach and Pray to thofé of their Re: 
ligion. ~~ 


But for the {pace of Twelve or Fourteen Years practice 
which I have had upon the Exeglifh Coatt, I never faw an 


_Enghi{b Minilter there, except two, one at Cape Coaft, and 


one at Acra, which gives great occafion of Seandal, not on- 
ly to the Gextiles and old Heathens, but to the few Chri« 
ftians which refide there, who call the Exgl:/> CAFRE, 
which is to fay, MEN WHICH KNOW NOT 
GOD. 


The Portuguefe termthem DESALMADAS ENGLE- 
SES, which is to fay, SOUL-LESS ENGLISH, 


Which 
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_ Which Difcourfe 1s ‘occafioned b 4 A Gail Se of 
RELIGION, and thelittle Belin miisn thofe tedeaile 
there have for the Clergy. : 


_ And-indeed ’tis dreadful, to Bai in. moft.of then Caftles 
and Houfes dying Men, for want of a fpiritual Guide, lie, 
{wearing and damning out their laft Breath, and, perhaps, 
their Fellow, Mortals,drinking..and {wearing, as it often 
hapneth i in their refpiring pretence. 


Undoubtedly the Royal Company cannot be i ignorant 
of this Defe&t, ; but, becaufe.I have been. fome time, con- 
verfant. with the. Companies Agents':and Servants in, 
thofe Parts, I can the better ‘tell you the Reafon of this 
Negle&t: 


And firft of all: as.to.the Royal Company, . whoa are un 
willing. to allow their Forts,and Ships five or fix Faithful. 


 Minilters of the Churchand Gofpel of Chrift, a fmallPen- 


fion of Eighty, or One hundred pounds per "Annum each, 
to go and feek to reform and conform thofe poor Souls to 
the forfaken true way. of Holinefs and Righteouinefs, and 


by the way to labour the Converfion of the poor Heathen,. 


to bring thew from aaghoelit to light, we fas the power of 
Satan unto'G Ode 


~ Moreover, their Agents. are ¢fenfibl e, That if Men, of Pe 
ly Life, and found, Doctrin fhould,refide amongit them,that- 


{uch good Men would take notice of their now uncontroll’d 


Actions, and would be able to inform their Rega Fs of their . 


Arbitrary PCOEEEIRES 
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“And that you’may not- be altogether a Stranger to the 
. Genius of thofe Agents, I will relate ( tho’ conttary to 
‘promife ) what I heard an Agent of Gavebia fay in the 
Year 1681, who was folicited by the Factors and Matters of 
Ships, Refident there to the ‘Royal Company, for a Clergy- 
Aide that they might have the benefit of his good Conver- 
ation. 4s sebaln egies | 


The faid Agent: anfwered : 


Dam em, I hate the fulfom Company of thole impertinent 
Fellows, who, perhaps, are in effect, no better than 
Butchers or Taylors Sons, yet value themfelves upou 
their Ftabit and Order, that» they expect the whole 

——— Refpedt of the Fort fhould be paid to their Per- 

AT > fons. BRD intel Use bash Ye enatnsono ds | 


And befides, I love my Liberty to be merry with whom and 
when Dwill, which Ticanmot have, where thefe Infipid 
hod2s erie} earesqmoOsis to wots éliiw iocdisa03 . | 
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| Thus you feenwhat Credit RELIGION: hath in thofe 
Parts, even/with ' thofe! who by their Place: and Authority 
ought ito: countenance andiencourage “it ‘in their Govern- 
ment} they themf€lves proving the chief: Defpifers of :it 
Andithén-no Wonder‘if:all:Men under their.Government. 
levidloofe ‘the Reins to all forts. of Vice and Debauchery, 


-fince the ‘old’ Proverb fays,  : 


Regis ad Exemplum totus componitur Orbis—-= 


C24) 
_ But Leal! tomind my Promife, not to trouble you with, 


_ the Extravagancies of the Companies Agents, in reference ~ 


L 


‘ ¥ 
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-. Their Exorbitancies in all manner of Uncleannefs. fo 


meet hey 
t 


Their Exaitions'on poor Scamen and Soldiers. 
T heir falfe Weights and Meafures. | 


| Their Sophiftications of the Companies Goods, and over-ras 
ting of them. at : 


a 


Their Intercepting of Letters. 


Their Concealing of dead Mens Remaias, and, hiding their 
Books. ieee $ 


For which, Ihope to hear fome Tryals in Guildhall ere 
Jong, together with a few of the Companies Exploits atted 
upon their Fellow-Subje&ts by the King’s Ships,at the Coft 
of the whole Nation, which, for the Future, I hope will fee 
their Mony better difpofed of, than. to arm Men of War to 
- guin themfelves, as may appear by the Lift of Men of War 
lent the Royal Company inthe two laft Reigns ( asmay be 
feen in thé Court iof Admiralty), to the: Coaft of Gussey 
and Barbadoes, and) of. the barbarous Ufage fhewed to their 
Fellow Subjetts when taken.by them, and the lofs of their 

Friends ae Relations, all which I fhall in my mext amply — 

Treat of. | | 
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~ Te now remains that ¥ {peak a Word or Two, by 
- way of Advertifement, to fuch.Perfons whofe Unhap- 
py Stars drive them to fuch Defpair, that they. volun- 
tarily put themfelves into the Jaws of Death , think- 
ing to get Life, or think to grow Rich by Banifhing 
themfelyes from the Fountain of ‘Riches... ....) +... 
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- From the Society of C H RI STIANS, 
AR, Os TEENS ssicy satisnor ath ns | 
From that of MEN, to that of , BRWT E Si fo 
worle-than Brutesy ot) tainus?, solo Riy sid dtivy ‘aa 


 tothat of 


ay. 

Since Brutes follow Inftin& of ‘Nature, ‘but Perverle 
Man will not follow the Ditates of Reafon, how Advan- 
tageous foever to him, or Excellent in it felf. . 


“Confider I pray what Has been faid in shis fhort Treas 
tife, wherein the Truth hath been faid without Prejudice, 
only defigning to ferve his Country. 


And withal to fhewthelWortld how far the Royal.Com- 
pany are from being what they pretend to be. | 


What Inconveniencies they by their Charter bring upon 
‘this Nation, Ba RR, MOT ne — 
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What Opportenities and Advantages they give the 
French, and other Nations, toourown Ruin.: 


In Reference to our MarufaQires, “Navigation, lols of 
Soldiers and Seamen, Ruining of Traders which Trade to 
the, Coaft ofwWfiitajoand We Indies, the Impairing of the - 
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Royal Revenue, the Difcredit of our Nation, and the 
Scandal of our Proteftant Religion, to the great Difho- 
nour of God, and Sorrow of all good’Men, which if they 
ee to be a Company, inall likelihood, will grow 
worle. | } | ; 


But as I have laid this Foundation, in reprefenting thefe 
Diforders, I hope Ged of his Mercy will favour this Nati- 
on, by putting into the Hearts of our Gracious King W77/. | 
liam and Queen Mary, together with the prefent Parlia- 
ment now Affembled, like another. St. George, to Defeat 
this African Monfter , or like another ‘Alexander, to Cut 
in pieces with his Victorious Sword this Enchanted Gordi- 
an-Knot, for the good of thefe Nations. 
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